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Background Information

The Recommendation on Good Pledging Practice was adopted by the OECD Development
Assistance Committee (DAC) on 7 April 2011. The Recommendation seeks to ensure that donor aid
pledges are credible, achievable and properly monitored. Hence, it calls DAC Members to follow a set
of principles in their future pledging practice in respect of financial undertakings towards developing
countries. In particular, the Recommendation encourages Adherents to introduce and maintain, within
their existing governance structures for policy coherence, a clear and integrated framework to
promote policy coherence for development and translate political commitment on policy coherence for
development into practice. Furthermore, it encourages Adherents to work towards assessment of the
impacts that domestic policies may have on wider development efforts. 
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Conscious of the need to ensure that donor aid pledges are credible, achievable, and properly 
monitored, DAC members will strive to observe, to the largest extent possible, the following principles 
in their future pledging practice in respect of financial undertakings towards developing countries. 

1. Clarity. Pledges should specify all parameters relevant to assessing their achievement. 
These include, but are not limited to, the date or period covered, the source and terms of finance, and 
the baseline against which to assess any claims of additionality to existing flows or existing 
commitments. 

2. Comparability. Global pledges by the donor community should be an actual sum of individual 
donor pledges, and these pledges should as far as possible be compatible in their terms, dates, 
baselines, and units of measurement. 

3. Realism. Pledges should be made for periods and amounts over which those pledging have 
an appropriate degree of control and authority. The pledges should be reasonable and achievable in 
the donor’s budgetary and economic circumstances. 

4. Measurability. Pledges should be made on the basis of existing measures of aid and other 
resource flows wherever possible. If the data necessary for monitoring a pledge are not already 
available, then monitoring responsibilities should be specifically assigned. 

5. Accountability and transparency. Pledges should respond in a timely and efficient fashion to 
priority needs identified by aid beneficiaries, and donors should provide information sufficient to allow 
beneficiaries and third parties to track performance. 
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About the OECD 
 

The OECD is a unique forum where governments work together to address the economic, social and 
environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at the forefront of efforts to understand 
and to help governments respond to new developments and concerns, such as corporate governance, 
the information economy and the challenges of an ageing population. The Organisation provides a 
setting where governments can compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, 
identify good practice and work to co-ordinate domestic and international policies. 

 
The OECD Member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. The European Union takes part in the work of the OECD. 

 

OECD Legal Instruments 
 

Since the creation of the OECD in 1961, around 460 substantive legal instruments have been 
developed within its framework. These include OECD Acts (i.e. the Decisions and Recommendations 
adopted by the OECD Council in accordance with the OECD Convention) and other legal instruments 
developed within the OECD framework (e.g. Declarations, international agreements). 

 
All substantive OECD legal instruments, whether in force or abrogated, are listed in the online 
Compendium of OECD Legal Instruments. They are presented in five categories: 

 
• Decisions are adopted by Council and are legally binding on all Members except those which 

abstain at the time of adoption. They set out specific rights and obligations and may contain 
monitoring mechanisms. 

 
• Recommendations are adopted by Council and are not legally binding. They represent a 

political commitment to the principles they contain and entail an expectation that Adherents will 
do their best to implement them. 

 
• Substantive Outcome Documents are adopted by the individual listed Adherents rather than 

by an OECD body, as the outcome of a ministerial, high-level or other meeting within the 
framework of the Organisation. They usually set general principles or long-term goals and have 
a solemn character. 

 
• International Agreements are negotiated and concluded within the framework of the 

Organisation. They are legally binding on the Parties. 
 
• Arrangement, Understanding and Others: several other types of substantive legal 

instruments have been developed within the OECD framework over time, such as the 
Arrangement on Officially Supported Export Credits, the International Understanding on 
Maritime Transport Principles and the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
Recommendations. 
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