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Background Information
The Recommendation on the Assessment of Projects with Significant Impact on the Environment was
adopted by the OECD Council on 8 May 1979 to encourage Adherents to use environmental
assessment for individual projects (facilities and infrastructure). The Recommendation was revised by
the Council on 14 November 2019 on the proposal of the Environment Policy Committee (EPOC). On
this occasion, it was renamed the Recommendation on the Assessment of Projects, Plans and
Programmes with Significant Impact on the Environment.
The revisions aimed at expanding the scope of the Recommendation to cover public plans and
programmes, strengthening the provisions on the application of the prevention principle to
environmental assessment, and emphasising linkages with other OECD legal instruments.
More specifically, the revised Recommendation recommends environmental assessment as part of
the planning, development and decision-making process for projects, plans and programmes and
emphasises the need for consideration of reasonable alternatives, stakeholder’s engagement and
public participation, as well as follow-up on measures derived from the assessment. Lastly, it
recommends environmental assessment in a transboundary context.
One of the fundamental pillars of the OECD environmental acquis
Environmental impact assessment (EIA) is a process of systematic analysis and evaluation of
environmental impacts of a proposed activity, consultation with affected parties and due consideration
of the results of this analysis and consultation in planning, authorising and implementing the activity.
EIA is a cornerstone of environmental policies and EIA-related provisions are found in other OECD
legal instruments, including those related to coastal zone management, energy, transport and tourism.
The Recommendation is based on the principles of prevention and participation. Prevention means
that environmental assessment is undertaken prior to making key design choices and principal
decisions authorising the proposed activity. One of the mechanisms of implementing the prevention
principle is analysis of alternatives. The principle of participation reflects the fact that environmental
assessment cannot be reduced to purely scientific analysis, but also involves finding socially
acceptable solutions.
The need for an enhanced standard on environmental assessment
In the last four decades, the scope of environmental assessment has been expanded in OECD
Member countries and beyond to include public plans and programmes. Governments have come to
the conclusion that environmental issues should be taken into consideration not only in making
decisions on specific activities but also in drawing up long-term development plans and programmes
in a range of sectors such as land use, agriculture, energy, industry or transport. The goal of the 2019
revision of the Recommendation was to integrate environmental assessment of plans and
programmes in line with the current practice.
The revision of the Recommendation benefited from extensive consultations over 18 months in
EPOC, the Working Party on Environmental Performance (WPEP) and the Working Party on
Integrating Environmental and Economic Policies (WPIEEP).
Dissemination and implementation tools
EPOC will share the Recommendation through its networks as well as during technical activities and
events organised by the OECD. The monitoring of its implementation will be conducted in the
framework of Environmental Performance Reviews. Upon request and pending available funding,
country-specific implementation guidance may also be provided.
For further information please consult: https://oe.cd/epr
Contact information: env.contact@oecd.org
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THE COUNCIL,
HAVING REGARD to Article 5 b) of the Convention on the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development of 14 December 1960;
HAVING TAKEN NOTE of the Report on the State of the Environment in OECD Member countries
[ENV/Min(79)1];
CONSIDERING the need for better information for the public on the state of the environment;
CONSIDERING the importance of the relationships between pressures induced by human activities
and the response of the environment in terms of the state of natural resources and the quality of
human life;
CONSIDERING the need for a better knowledge of the state of the environment and its changes over
time, for the purpose of a better assessment of the results of past actions and to contribute to the
development and harmonization of environmental policies;
CONSIDERING the need for information designed to integrate more fully environmental
considerations in decision-making;
CONSIDERING the work of the OECD in the field of development and use of statistics and indicators
and particularly the Social Indicators Development Programme;
On the proposal of the Environment Committee;
I.

RECOMMENDS that Member countries:

1.
Reinforce their co-operation within the OECD with a view to improving environmental
information and environmental reporting;
2.
Intensify efforts to improve scientific knowledge, information, statistics and indicators on the
state of the environment, in order to contribute to the evaluation:


of the state of the environment,



of activities that have an impact on the environment,



and of environmental policies themselves,

with emphasis on important areas in which comparable and practicable indicators can at the
present stage be defined;
3.

Prepare periodic national reports on the state of the environment and its changes over time.

II.

INSTRUCTS the Environment Committee:

1.
To promote and facilitate the exchange of experience and information among Member
countries concerning the development and use of environmental statistics and indicators, and of
reports on the state of the environment in order to support Member countries' activities in this field;
2.

To continue:


The efforts to develop comparable environmental indicators and information formats
which might be used in the preparation of reports on the state of the environment,



And to improve methods for the assessment, on a continuing basis, of environmental
changes in important areas (through techniques such as basic monitoring of pollution,
remote sensing, ecological mapping, special surveys and inventories),
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in order to arrive at a core set of comparable environmental information for OECD Member
countries;
3.
To ensure that a periodic report on the state of the environment of OECD Member countries is
prepared and issued, to the extent practicable and appropriate, on the basis of national reports on the
state of the environment and of a core set of comparable environmental information, and to report to
the next Meeting of the Environment Committee at Ministerial level, if such a Meeting is decided by the
Council at a later stage;
4.
To carry out these tasks, taking into full account the work of other international organisations,
concerning particularly environmental statistics and assessment of the state of the environment;
5.

To report to the Council on the measures taken pursuant to this Recommendation.

About the OECD
The OECD is a unique forum where governments work together to address the economic, social and
environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at the forefront of efforts to understand
and to help governments respond to new developments and concerns, such as corporate governance,
the information economy and the challenges of an ageing population. The Organisation provides a
setting where governments can compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems,
identify good practice and work to co-ordinate domestic and international policies.
The OECD Member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye, the
United Kingdom and the United States. The European Union takes part in the work of the OECD.

OECD Legal Instruments
Since the creation of the OECD in 1961, around 460 substantive legal instruments have been
developed within its framework. These include OECD Acts (i.e. the Decisions and Recommendations
adopted by the OECD Council in accordance with the OECD Convention) and other legal instruments
developed within the OECD framework (e.g. Declarations, international agreements).
All substantive OECD legal instruments, whether in force or abrogated, are listed in the online
Compendium of OECD Legal Instruments. They are presented in five categories:
•

Decisions are adopted by Council and are legally binding on all Members except those which
abstain at the time of adoption. They set out specific rights and obligations and may contain
monitoring mechanisms.

•

Recommendations are adopted by Council and are not legally binding. They represent a
political commitment to the principles they contain and entail an expectation that Adherents will
do their best to implement them.

•

Substantive Outcome Documents are adopted by the individual listed Adherents rather than
by an OECD body, as the outcome of a ministerial, high-level or other meeting within the
framework of the Organisation. They usually set general principles or long-term goals and have
a solemn character.

•

International Agreements are negotiated and concluded within the framework of the
Organisation. They are legally binding on the Parties.

•

Arrangement, Understanding and Others: several other types of substantive legal
instruments have been developed within the OECD framework over time, such as the
Arrangement on Officially Supported Export Credits, the International Understanding on
Maritime Transport Principles and the Development Assistance Committee (DAC)
Recommendations.

