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THE COUNCIL, 

HAVING REGARD to Article 5 b) and c) of the Convention on the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development of 14th December 1960; 

HAVING REGARD to the Decision of the Council of 4th February 1969 establishing an OECD 
"Scheme" for the Application of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables, as amended 
[C(68)134(Final), C(69)118(Final), C(69)119(Final), C(70)119(Final), C(70)181(Final), C(73)139(Final), 
C(76)47(Final), C(76)48(Final), C(76)49(Final) and C(76)50(Final)]; 

HAVING REGARD to Resolution No. 222 by the Inland Transport Committee of the Economic 
Commission for Europe on the standardization of packaging for the international transport of fresh or 
refrigerated fruit and vegetables; 

On the proposal of the Committee for Agriculture; 

RECOMMENDS: 

1.   That countries participating in the OECD Scheme for the Application of International 
Standards for Fruit and Vegetables should apply, under the Scheme, the recommendation on the 
standardization of packaging for the international transport of fresh or refrigerated fruit and vegetables 
contained in Resolution No. 222, referred to above, as set out in the Annex

1
 hereto

2
. 

2.   The national representatives responsible for control shall report to the Secretary-General 
where necessary on the implementation of the present Recommendation and on any difficulties 
encountered in its application. The substance of this report shall be submitted by the Secretary-
General to a Plenary Meeting provided for by the Decision of the Council of 23rd September 1969 
[C(69)118(Final)] amending the Decision of 4th February 1969, referred to above.  

 
                                                                 

1
  The present Recommendation does not apply to the long distance transport or fresh or refrigerated fruit and vegetable by 

sea. 

2
  The Annex and its Appendices 1 to 4 were distributed under reference C(76)124(Final). This document can be obtained 

from the OECD Microfilm Library and is available at: http://www.oecd.org/tad/code/19513299.pdf  
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About the OECD 

The OECD is a unique forum where governments work together to address the economic, social and 
environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at the forefront of efforts to understand 
and to help governments respond to new developments and concerns, such as corporate governance, 
the information economy and the challenges of an ageing population. The Organisation provides a 
setting where governments can compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, 
identify good practice and work to co-ordinate domestic and international policies. 

The OECD Member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Korea, Latvia, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the 
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. The European Union takes part in the work of the OECD. 

OECD Legal Instruments 

Since the creation of the OECD in 1961, around 450 substantive legal instruments have been 
developed within its framework. These include OECD Acts (i.e. the Decisions and Recommendations 
adopted by the OECD Council in accordance with the OECD Convention) and other legal instruments 
developed within the OECD framework (e.g. Declarations, international agreements).  

All substantive OECD legal instruments, whether in force or abrogated, are listed in the online 
Compendium of OECD Legal Instruments. They are presented in five categories: 

• Decisions: OECD legal instruments which are legally binding on all Members except those 
which abstain at the time of adoption. While they are not international treaties, they entail the 
same kind of legal obligations. Adherents are obliged to implement Decisions and must take 
the measures necessary for such implementation. 

• Recommendations: OECD legal instruments which are not legally binding but practice 
accords them great moral force as representing the political will of Adherents. There is an 
expectation that Adherents will do their utmost to fully implement a Recommendation. Thus, 
Members which do not intend to do so usually abstain when a Recommendation is adopted, 
although this is not required in legal terms. 

• Declarations: OECD legal instruments which are prepared within the Organisation, generally 
within a subsidiary body. They usually set general principles or long-term goals, have a 
solemn character and are usually adopted at Ministerial meetings of the Council or of 
committees of the Organisation.  

• International Agreements: OECD legal instruments negotiated and concluded within the 
framework of the Organisation. They are legally binding on the Parties. 

• Arrangement, Understanding and Others: several ad hoc substantive legal instruments 
have been developed within the OECD framework over time, such as the Arrangement on 
Officially Supported Export Credits, the International Understanding on Maritime Transport 
Principles and the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) Recommendations.  

 


