Recommendation of the Council on
Environmental Assessment of
Development Assistance Projects
and Programmes

8

OECD Legal
Instruments

This document is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. It reproduces an
OECD Legal Instrument and may contain additional material. The opinions expressed and arguments employed
in the additional material do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD Member countries.
This document, as well as any data and any map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or
sovereignty over any territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any
territory, city or area.

For access to the official and upto-date texts of OECD Legal Instruments, as well as other related information,
please consult the Compendium of OECD Legal Instruments at http://legalinstruments.oecd.org.
Please cite this document as:
OECD, Recommendation of the Council on Environmental Assessment of Development Assistance Projects
and Programmes, OECD/LEGAL/0220
Series: OECD Legal Instruments

© OECD 2018
This document is provided free of charge. It may be reproduced and distributed free of charge without requiring any further permissions, as long as it is not altered
in any way. It may not be sold.
This document is available in the two OECD official languages (English and French). It may be translated into other languages, as long as the translation is labelled
"unofficial translation" and includes the following disclaimer: "This translation has been prepared by [NAME OF TRANSLATION AUTHOR] for informational purpose
only and its accuracy cannot be guaranteed by the OECD. The only official versions are the English and French texts available on the OECD website
http://legalinstruments.oecd.org"

Date(s)
Adopted on 20/06/1985

Background Information
The Recommendation on Environmental Assessment of Development Assistance Projects and
Programmes was adopted by the OECD Council on 20 June 1985 on the proposal of the
Environment Committee (now called Environment Policy Committee) supported by the Development
Assistance Committee. The Recommendation recommends that Adherents put in place
environmental assessment for their development assistance projects.

THE COUNCIL,
HAVING REGARD to Article 5 b) of the Convention on the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development of 14 December 1960;
HAVING REGARD to the Recommendation of the Council of 8 May 1979, on the Assessment of
Projects with Significant Impact on the Environment [C(79)116];
HAVING REGARD to the Declaration on Anticipatory Environmental Policies of 8 May 1979, adopted
by the Environment Committee at Ministerial level;
RECALLING in particular paragraphs 1 and 10 thereof, in which Governments of OECD Member
countries and Yugoslavia declared that "They will strive to ensure that environmental considerations
are incorporated at an early stage of any decision in all economic and social sectors likely to have
significant environmental consequences" and that "They will continue to co-operate to the greatest
extent possible, ... with all countries, in particular developing countries in order to assist in preventing
environmental deterioration";
CONSIDERING that many Member and non-member countries have accumulated over the years a
growing body of experience in assessing environmental effects of projects in their countries;
MINDFUL of the need for Member countries to adopt a common set of principles when dealing with
environmental issues and to bring support and assistance to the use of environmental assessment in
developing countries;
RECOGNISING that, while developing countries have the responsibility for managing their own
environment, Member country aid agencies should, when necessary, carry out environmental
assessment and, in doing so, seek active participation of the host Government;
On the proposal of the Environment Committee supported by the Development Assistance
Committee:
I.

RECOMMENDS that Member Governments ensure that:
a)

Development assistance projects and programmes which, because of their nature, size
and/or location, could significantly affect the environment, should be assessed at as early
a stage as possible and to an appropriate degree from an environmental standpoint;

b)

When examining whether a specific development assistance project or programme
should be subject to in-depth environmental assessment, Member country aid agencies
should pay particular attention to those projects or programmes referred to in the
Appendix, bearing in mind the particular legislative and socio-economic setting and
environmental conditions in the host country;

c)

Where dangerous substances or processes are involved, they also continue to seek ways
to promote the integration of the best techniques of prevention and protection and the
best manufacturing processes in projects in which they and their industrial enterprises are
involved.

II.
INSTRUCTS the Environment Committee, in the light of practical experience of aid agencies
in Member countries and in co-operation with the Development Assistance Committee, to prepare
guidance on the types of procedures, processes, organisation and resources needed to facilitate the
assessment of environmental effects of development assistance projects and programmes and to
contribute to the early prevention and/or mitigation of potentially adverse environmental effects of
certain aid projects or programmes.

APPENDIX
PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES MOST IN NEED OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
1.
Projects and programmes which are most in need of the environmental assessment can be
identified on the basis of a number of criteria which aim at ascertaining whether the anticipated direct
or indirect effects of a project or programme on the environment are likely to be significant.
2.
When judging whether a specific project or programme may have a major effect on the
environment, it is necessary to take into account, among other things, the ecological conditions in the
area where it is planned to locate the project or programme. In-depth environmental assessment is
always needed in certain very fragile environments (e.g. wetlands, mangrove swamps, coral reefs,
tropical forests, semi-arid areas). When carrying out environmental assessment, issues which should
be considered include effects on:
a)

Soils and soil conservation (erosion, salination, etc.);

b)

Areas subject to desertification;

c)

Tropical forests and vegetation cover;

d)

Water sources;

e)

Habitats of value to protection and conservation and/or sustainable use of fish and wildlife
resources;

f)

Areas of unique interest (historical, archaeological, cultural, aesthetic, scientific);

g)

Areas of concentrations of population or industrial activities where further industrial
development or urban expansion could create significant environmental problems
(especially regarding air and water quality);

h)

Areas of particular social interest to specific vulnerable population groups (e.g. nomadic
people or other people with traditional lifestyles).

3.
Projects or programmes most in need of environmental assessment fall under the following
headings:
a)

Substantial changes in renewable resource use (e.g. conversion of land to agricultural
production, to forestry or to pasture land, rural development, timber production);

b)

Substantial changes in farming and fishing practices (e.g. introduction of new crops, large
scale mechanization); use of chemicals in agriculture (e.g. pesticides, fertilizers);

c)

Exploitation of hydraulic resources (e.g. dams, irrigation and drainage projects, water and
basin management, water supply);

d)

Infrastructure (e.g. roads, bridges, airports, harbours, transmission lines, pipelines,
railways);

e)

Industrial activities (e.g. metallurgical plants, wood processing plants, chemical plants,
power plants, cement plants, refinery and petrochemical plants, agro-industries);

f)

Extractive industries (e.g. mining, quarrying, extraction of peat, oil and gas);

g)

Waste management and disposal (e.g. sewerage systems and treatment plants, waste
landfills, treatment plants for household waste and for hazardous waste).

4.
The above list of projects or programmes is not in any order of importance and is not meant to
imply that any particular project or programme type is necessarily more in need of environmental

assessment than another. In addition, the list is not meant to be exhaustive as there may be projects
or programmes not mentioned above which may still have significant effects on the environment in
certain areas. Although the presence of a project or programme on the above list does not imply that
such a project or programme will necessarily have significant adverse effects on the environment and
some indeed have positive environmental effects, experience has shown that there is often a need to
take particular measures to eliminate or mitigate the adverse environmental consequences of such
projects or programmes. Whether a project or programme should be subject to in-depth environmental
assessment will therefore depend on an analysis of all the facts of the specific case.
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About the OECD
The OECD is a unique forum where governments work together to address the economic, social and
environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at the forefront of efforts to understand
and to help governments respond to new developments and concerns, such as corporate governance,
the information economy and the challenges of an ageing population. The Organisation provides a
setting where governments can compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems,
identify good practice and work to co-ordinate domestic and international policies.
The OECD Member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Korea, Latvia, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, the
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United
States. The European Union takes part in the work of the OECD.

OECD Legal Instruments
Since the creation of the OECD in 1961, around 450 substantive legal instruments have been
developed within its framework. These include OECD Acts (i.e. the Decisions and Recommendations
adopted by the OECD Council in accordance with the OECD Convention) and other legal instruments
developed within the OECD framework (e.g. Declarations, international agreements).
All substantive OECD legal instruments, whether in force or abrogated, are listed in the online
Compendium of OECD Legal Instruments. They are presented in five categories:
•

Decisions: OECD legal instruments which are legally binding on all Members except those
which abstain at the time of adoption. While they are not international treaties, they entail the
same kind of legal obligations. Adherents are obliged to implement Decisions and must take
the measures necessary for such implementation.

•

Recommendations: OECD legal instruments which are not legally binding but practice
accords them great moral force as representing the political will of Adherents. There is an
expectation that Adherents will do their utmost to fully implement a Recommendation. Thus,
Members which do not intend to do so usually abstain when a Recommendation is adopted,
although this is not required in legal terms.

•

Declarations: OECD legal instruments which are prepared within the Organisation, generally
within a subsidiary body. They usually set general principles or long-term goals, have a
solemn character and are usually adopted at Ministerial meetings of the Council or of
committees of the Organisation.

•

International Agreements: OECD legal instruments negotiated and concluded within the
framework of the Organisation. They are legally binding on the Parties.

•

Arrangement, Understanding and Others: several ad hoc substantive legal instruments
have been developed within the OECD framework over time, such as the Arrangement on
Officially Supported Export Credits, the International Understanding on Maritime Transport
Principles and the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) Recommendations.

