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Background Information

The Recommendation on Integrated Coastal Zone Management was adopted by the OECD Council
on 23 July 1992 on the proposal of the Environment Policy Committee. The Recommendation aims to
achieve the goals of ecologically sustainable development and integrated resource management by
recommending that Adherents develop and implement strategic planning and integrated management
of coastal zones. Specifically the Recommendation advises Adherents to define policy objectives
specific to the coasts and their resources, harmonise sectoral policies affecting coastal zone
management, achieve sustainable management and conservation of fishing resources, sustainable
tourism in the coastal zone, and co-operate internationally in the management of shared coastal
areas.
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THE COUNCIL, 

HAVING REGARD to Article 5 b) of the Convention on the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development of 14 December 1960; 

HAVING REGARD to the Recommendation of the Council on Principles concerning Coastal 
Management of 12 October 1976 [C(76)161(Final)]; 

HAVING REGARD to the Recommendation of the Council on Environment and Tourism of 8 May 
1979 [C(79)115]; 

HAVING REGARD to the Recommendation of the Council on the Assessment of Projects with 
Significant Impact on the Environment of 8 May 1979 [C(79)116]; 

HAVING REGARD to the Recommendation of the Council on Water Resource Management Policies: 
Integration, Demand Management, and Groundwater Protection of 31 March 1989 [C(89)12(Final)]; 

HAVING REGARD to the Recommendation of the Council on the Use of Economic Instruments in 
Environmental Policy of 31 January 1991 [C(90)177/FINAL]; 

RECOGNISING the significant social, economic and environmental value of coastal zones and their 
resources, as well as their value to indigenous peoples, and the pressure exerted by conflicting 
demands on coastal zones and their natural resources, leading to environmental and ecosystem 
deterioration; 

RECOGNISING the potential impact on coastal zones and the oceans of sea level rise associated with 
climate change; 

CONSIDERING that the OECD Environment Committee at Ministerial Level has affirmed the 
significance of international co-operation in environmental policy-making and agreed that a key to 
sustainable development lies in the full integration of economic and environmental policies and that, 
inter alia, economic instruments be used in conjunction with regulations for achieving policy 
integration; 

CONSIDERING that Environment Ministers have identified coastal zones and the oceans as areas 
where improved policy integration through integrated resource management strategies and 
comprehensive land use planning is required; 

CONSIDERING that Environment Ministers reaffirmed that the precautionary principle will guide their 
approach when confronted by threats of serious irreversible environmental damage, i.e. that lack of full 
scientific certainty will not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental 
degradation; 

HAVING REGARD to the report entitled "Coastal Zone Management: Integrated Policies", which 
provides guidance to Member countries for implementing this Recommendation [ENV/EPOC(92)3]; 

On the proposal of the Environment Policy Committee: 

I. RECOMMENDS that, to help achieve the goals of ecologically sustainable development and 
integrated resource management, strategic planning and integrated management of coastal zones 
should be developed, and implemented by Member countries, through: 

• Defining policy objectives specific for the coasts and their resources to provide guidance 
to and enhance co-ordination of national, regional and local government strategies/plans 
for coastal zones;  

• Strengthening the integration and harmonisation of sectoral policies affecting coastal 
zone management and resource usage. 
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This can be achieved through more effective utilisation or extension of existing planning and 
management structures and by designating an authority to co-ordinate action. The necessary 
resources for this co-ordination to be provided by all concerned levels of government;  

II. RECOMMENDS that, in view of the diverse and often conflicting uses of and pressures on 
coastal zone resources, Member countries should employ policy instruments, individually or in 
combination, in integrated coastal zone planning and management, including: 

• Collection and updating of relevant information, and development of coastal environment 
indicators to guide planning and monitoring of coastal zone activities and processes;  

• Establishment of environmental objectives for: land use planning and zoning, coastal 
waters planning (including inland waters, semi-enclosed seas, estuaries), conservation 
requirements, ecosystem protection and restoration, discharge limits, water quality for 
receiving waters and waters flowing into the coastal zone, and control and reduction of 
inputs from polluting and hazardous substances;  

• Establishment and maintenance of monitoring and enforcement procedures for 
environmental objectives and targets;  

• Environmental assessment incorporating economic and social criteria;  

• Public education and participation in decision-making at an early stage of policy 
formulation and project assessment, and adoption of wider public participation 
procedures;  

• Application of regulations and economic instruments within the framework of the Polluter-
Pays Principle, and pricing coastal zone resources to reflect social costs of use and 
depletion;  

• Where appropriate, enactment of national legislation to enforce coastal zone 
management objectives; 

III. RECOMMENDS that particular attention should be given to achieving sustainable 
management and conservation of fishing resources at the local, national and international levels, and 
that co-ordination of all relevant authorities should be ensured; 

IV. RECOMMENDS that, in view of the economic and environmental significance of tourism and 
its associated infrastructure, a designated co-ordination authority should ensure that a proper balance 
is found between tourism development and the carrying capacity of the coastal zone; 

V. RECOMMENDS that international co-operation for the management of shared or common 
coastal areas should be enhanced by existing or extended international coastal zone management 
bodies preparing, implementing and monitoring an integrated action plan that is consistent with other 
relevant coastal zone management initiatives; 

VI. RECOMMENDS that the Environment Policy Committee and other relevant committees 
review progress in the establishment of mechanisms for integrated coastal zone management within 
two years of enactment of this Recommendation, and that the Environment Policy Committee and 
other relevant committees further undertake a review of the effectiveness of actions taken in 
accordance with this Recommendation within five years of its enactment. 
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About the OECD 
 

The OECD is a unique forum where governments work together to address the economic, social and 
environmental challenges of globalisation. The OECD is also at the forefront of efforts to understand 
and to help governments respond to new developments and concerns, such as corporate governance, 
the information economy and the challenges of an ageing population. The Organisation provides a 
setting where governments can compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, 
identify good practice and work to co-ordinate domestic and international policies. 

 
The OECD Member countries are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. The European Union takes part in the work of the OECD. 

 

OECD Legal Instruments 
 

Since the creation of the OECD in 1961, around 460 substantive legal instruments have been 
developed within its framework. These include OECD Acts (i.e. the Decisions and Recommendations 
adopted by the OECD Council in accordance with the OECD Convention) and other legal instruments 
developed within the OECD framework (e.g. Declarations, international agreements). 

 
All substantive OECD legal instruments, whether in force or abrogated, are listed in the online 
Compendium of OECD Legal Instruments. They are presented in five categories: 

 
• Decisions are adopted by Council and are legally binding on all Members except those which 

abstain at the time of adoption. They set out specific rights and obligations and may contain 
monitoring mechanisms. 

 
• Recommendations are adopted by Council and are not legally binding. They represent a 

political commitment to the principles they contain and entail an expectation that Adherents will 
do their best to implement them. 

 
• Substantive Outcome Documents are adopted by the individual listed Adherents rather than 

by an OECD body, as the outcome of a ministerial, high-level or other meeting within the 
framework of the Organisation. They usually set general principles or long-term goals and have 
a solemn character. 

 
• International Agreements are negotiated and concluded within the framework of the 

Organisation. They are legally binding on the Parties. 
 
• Arrangement, Understanding and Others: several other types of substantive legal 

instruments have been developed within the OECD framework over time, such as the 
Arrangement on Officially Supported Export Credits, the International Understanding on 
Maritime Transport Principles and the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
Recommendations. 
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